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Aart van Bezooyen | Material Stories | 
www.materialstories.com

“The use of appropriate materials and production methods are the foundation of 
creating a more sustainable future. New materials such as self-cleaning surfaces, metal 
foams, and biodegradable plastics allow us to reduce environmental impact by making 
products more smart, lightweight, and sustainable. The selection and processing of 
materials has become more important than ever.
Many sustainable alternatives for materials and processing are inspired by nature.
For instance, nature doesn’t know the concept of waste, here “waste is food” – to most 
people known as Cradle to Cradle design. The fact that nature can be very close to
design is demonstrated by this year’s VisionWorks Award that awarded a packaging
concept titled “BACS”, a 100 % biocompatible self-constructing packaging using real 
bacteria.  Not sure about hazardous materials? Watch the “Story of Stuff”, a 20-minute 
animation of the consumer society, narrated by Anne Leonard. For future news, feel free 
to subscribe to Material Stories weblog and quarterly newsletter on materials in design.”

New Materials Technology

Photo: inspiration | Martha Rosler, B-52 in Baby's Tears

Mayra Ortega Maldonado | M. Ortega Sustainability Consulting

I believe that we should use nature as a model, mentor and measure to create a
sustainable future. Nature, imaginative by necessity, has found what works, what is
appropriate, and most importantly, what lasts here on Earth. This includes materials, 
living organisms, processes and systems that are all part of a sustaining biosphere.
We can use all this knowledge, experience and wisdom to create sustainable socio
economic systems where production and consumption systems provide us with
solutions that tackle the needs of all. This means closed loops (no-waste), green
chemistry (no hazardous-substances), eco-effectiveness (positive ecological footprint), 
thus no social and environmental impact.
But practising Bio mimicry requires a change of heart: see nature with humility and 
gratitude, recognising that what is good for the Earth is good for us. This means loving, 
caring and preserving this beautiful planet that gives us resources to live and allows us 
to be part of this marvellous process called “evolution”.

Biomimicry can help us
create a better future
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